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Nation moves closer to war with Iraq
Bush gives Hussein 48
hours to leave Baghdad
HERALD STAFF REPORT

A Line hac; again been drawn in
the sand.
President Bush gave Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein and his
two sons 48 horn-s to leave their
country last night in an internationally televised speech.

If they refuse, Bush said, the
United States will attack Iraq at ·'a
moment of our choosing.'' There
are 250,000 troops awaiting
Bush's order to invade Iraq.
"If Saddam Hussein attempts
to cling to power, he will remain a
deadly foe until the end," Bush
said.
Speaking in the White House,
Bush said Hussein could some
day use weapons of mass destruction or tenorists to threaten the
United States and its allies.

Bush's father, former president
George H.W. Bush, led a campaign£.., 1991 to force Iraq out of
an occupied Kuwait.
The President laid out several
instances since then where
Baghdad has balked at international demands that it disarm. He
said in two resolutions passed a
decade ago, the United Nations
gave the United States the right to
use force in disarming Iraq.
"This is not a question of
authority," Bush said. "It's a ques-

tion of will."
their studies. Hopefully they'll
Several nations, including come back safely."
France and Russia, have opposed
An uncertain future may also
a U .N. resolution authorizing war. face those left behind.
Bush said the United Nations has
"We're in for economic hard
not lived up to its responsibility of. times," government department
ensuring peace.
head Saundra Ardrey said. Gas
The possibility of war has p1ices will rise and the stock marah-eady been cast over the Hill.
ket may plummet, she said.
"Students have already been
Already, a war in Iraq is a diviimpacted," said George Masannat, sive issue at Western.
an optional retiree ii) the govern"Killing is always murder.
ment department. "They have Bombing is always terrorism,"
been called, and that disrupted Louisville junior Whitney Crews

said. "There is no justification for
killing other human beings."
Others back Bush.
"He has my support,"
Hopkinsville senior Steven Reyes
said. "Most people don't have the
power or ability to do what we do,
so we have a lot of responsibility."

Herald reporters Joseph Lord,
Shawntaye HopkiflS and Jessica
Sasseen contributed to this story.
Reach them at news@wkuherald.com.

Former
employee
files suit
BY JOSEPH LORD

Herald reporter

photos by Trevor Frey/Herald
U.S. Army Sgt. Jayson Lowe of Glasgow and his wife Christina hold each other as they say goodbyes after a going away ceremony for the soldiers. The 623rd
Field Artillery Unit of the 1st Battalion departs for Fort Campbell today to await deployment overseas to Kuwait. It is not known when they will return.

Saying Goodbye
BY ABBEY BROWN

Herald reporter

Former Western student Aaron Wallace embraces his grandfather, Lester Hawkins, while his grandmother Dorothy looks on.

Nicole Kjelland has already
picked out the colors for her
wedding - burgundy and siJver.
A lot of the planning has already
been done, and getting the dress
is her next step. Everything is in
line for a perfect wedding.
Everything but a guarantee
that the groom will be there.
Kjelland, a Purdue University senior, is hoping her
fiance, Vemailles senior Stephen
Martin, will be home in time for
their Dec. 27 wedding.
Martin, along with a number
of other Western students, was
deployed to Fort Campbell

Students bid farewell to family, friends
as they prepare to fight war in Iraq
today. Their worl< orders are for
a year - it could be shorter or
longer, and they have no idea
where they're going.
"I'm definitely feeling the
sadness of leaving," Martin said.
"But also a lot of excitement for
the experience of going overseas."
There was a send off celebration at the Glasgow Army
National Guard Sunday afternoon.
The armory gymnasium seat~
were packed, the stairs were
lined with family members and
friends, and the floor was covered with folding chairs. This
still wasn't enough room for

those who wanted to show their
support for the soldiers of the 1st
Battalion 623rd unit. People
crowded the hallway entrances
tiying to get a look at what was
going on.
Posters showing support for
the soldiers plastered the gym
walls. "We're proud of you."
"Freedom isn't free." "The
623rd means duty, honor and
freedom."
As the ceremony began, the
soldiers stood at attention, some
with stem faces, others smiling
or becoming teary-eyed when
they caught the eye of a loved

SEE GOODBYE PA& E 6

A former office associate for
Student Disability Services has
filed suit against Western, claiming she was fired in December
without cause.
The suit was filed March 6 in
Warren Circuit Court. In it, Anita
Joplin-Johnson is asking to get
back. her job, to receive punitive
damages and to be compensated
for attorney's and witnesses' fees.
General Counsel Deborah
Wilkins said she expects to have
an answer to the complaint filed
soon and to also file a schedule
for depositions within 30 days.
Joplin-Johnson's one-year
tenure at Western ended in
December when she was released
from a job working for Matt
Davis, coordinator for Student
Disability Services.
According to the lawsuit,
Joplin-Johnson told Huda Melky,
equal opportunity compliance ·
officer, in September that Davis
was missing deadlines and not
properly doing his job. The suit
said she told Melky in October
that Davis was spending a bulk of
his work time "surf"mg" on the
Web and on peI"Sonal business.
Months later, the suit said,
Melky confronted and intimidated Joplin-Johnson after the latter
had advised a disgruntled student
to meet with Provost Barbara
Burch or Gene Tice, vice president for Student Affairs and campus services.
Joplin-Johnson told Burch,
Tice and Human Resources
Director Tony Glisson in midDecember the same i.nfonnation
about Davis' job performance she
had told Melky in the months
beforehand.
Joplin-Johnson was fired Dec.
18 for "failure to meet the performance expectations of your
supervisor/department," a letter
from Glisson to Joplin-Johnson "'
said.

Su Su1T PuE 2

Students get 'Singled Out' during charity event
BY JOCELYN ROBINSON

Herald reporter
Sigma Kappa and Kappa
Delta sororities worked together
to bring a bit of MTV to campus
last Thursday.
"Sigma Kappa Delta Singled
Out" brought together Western 's
Greek community by mimicking
MTV's "Singled Out."
Their show raised money for
Sigma Kappa's philanthropy, the
Maine Sea Coast Mission, and
KD's philanthropy, the Girl
Scouts.
Louisville sophomore Lindsey
Ransdell, a Sigma Kappa, came
up with the idea and helped
organize the event.

I

Like the MTV show, the contestants were blindfolded and
presented to members of the dating pool - made up of sorority
and fraternity members.·
Contestants were separated
from the dating pool and couldn't
see the people they were choosing.
Bowling Green junior Caleb
Halcomb, a forward on the basketball team, was the first contestant.
During the first round,
Halcomb answered questions
about hair length and relationships.
Members of the dating pool
were then eliminated based on
Halcomb 's answers.
In round two, those left in the

dating pool performed stunts, and
Halcomb made his decision
based on the cheers from the
audience.
There were four candidates
left in the dating pool for the final
round. Candidates would move
on if their answers were the same
as Halcomb's.
Halcomb and the winner,
Brittney Martel, a Phi Mu, won
gift certificate for dinner at
Mariah's and movie tickets.
. "I'm very glad I won," said
Martel, a freshman from
Hendersonville, Tenn. "We 're
going to have a lot of fun."
In the second half of the show,
Jessie Wagner, an outside hitter
for the volleyball team horn

SGA election profiles

Time to Dance

Fmd out who's running in this
year's
Student
Government
Association elections. Pages 3 and 5

The Hilltoppers and Lady
Toppers received No. 13 seeds in
the NCAA Touman1ent. Page 8

a

Franklin, Ind., chose from a dating pool made up of fraternity
members.
Louisville junior Mike Russell, a member of Sigma Phi
Epsilon, won the date with
Wagner.
In addition to raising money
for charity, the show brought
together Western 's Greek community.
"There's an emphasis on letters," said Mayfield junior Jaclyn
Graves, a KD. ''It's kind of neat
to show eve1yone hanging out
and that it doesn't matter what
letters you have on your chest."

On Thursday
A.

Brian Leddy/Herald
Louisville freshman Nicole Koestel, left, and Lancaster
freshman Carolynn Sarlls laugh before the show.

Reach Jocelyn Robinson at
features@wkuherald.co1n

look at Lori Mitchell, a
Western student taking part in this
year's Miss USA pageant.
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Check the Web at www.
wkuherald.com for additional
stories that didn't run in the print
edition of today's Herald.
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.
. h back with the cage of quail
Patches rides up front. Joe and Fibber lay 10 t e
• nal newly opened
as the old Ford makes its way past farm land and the occasio
coal road.
.
the birds one at a
Out in the middle of the field, Dr. Henry Smith re1eases
time, remembering where they flew o~f. The hunt is of1·. th direction of the
Smith and his hunting partner, David Lanham, stro 10 e
birds while the dogs eagerly hunt for their scent.
. ,,
. .
. .
th dogs out for some exercise,
"The reason we do 11 hke this 1s to get e
f h t
Smith said. "I don't care what kind of papers they've got. I want them or un -

Id

ing."
·
If
to hunt
Fibber came from Smith's friend who thought himse too O
f
Patches belonged to Smith's hunting partner who had died, and Joe was oun
on the side of the road.
"I imagine Joe's going to last as long as I a?1," Smi~h s~!d;
.
"That's a great man right there," L~nham said of Smith. It .~ a pleasure JUS t
being out here with him. He's not going to be around forever.

d

Andreas Fuhrmann is a senior photojournalism major from Bowling Green.
He can be reached at afuhr6ll69@hotmail.com.

► Crime Reports
Arrests
♦Matthew

Alan Thompson,
Chestnut Street, was charged
Thursday with assault in the
fourth degree. He was released
the same day from Warren County Regional Jail on a $1,500
cash bond.
♦ Mark Stephen Squires,
Pearce-Ford Tower, was charged
Friday with alcohol intoxication.
He was relea~ the same day
from Warren County Regional
Jail on time served.
♦Jonathan James Wilson,
Bellevue Avenue. wa~ charged

SUIT:

AGE

According to a document provided by Wilkins' office. employment at Western "may be terminated with or without cause, and
without notice, at any time. at the
option of the university or
employees."
Neither Joplin-Johnson or her
attorney could be reached for
comment.
Davis, Melky and Tice declined to comment for this story.
In a memorandum obtained
by the Hemld dated Dec. 11,
Davis told Melky that JoplinJohnson had, among other complaints, left work without approval. called him a "dummy" and
did not fulfill his requests. In that
memo, Davis recommended
Joplin-Johnson be fired.
The memo also said JoplinJohnson interfered with Davis'
job when she referred a disgruntled student to Burch in,tead of to
him. Davis \.\as out of town at
that time.
The student, Owensboro junior Abby 'Icrrett. said JoplinJohnson never ad\ iscd her to take
her complainh about the scrvict:
to administrators above Mclky
and Davis. Instead. Terrett said
shc was adviS\!d to meet with
Burch by a faculty member.
"(Joplin-Johnson) would listen to me. She never really gave
feed back. She just listent:d,"
Terrett said.
Terrett described D,1vis as "a
good gu).'' Rcgardbs. she still
had issues with his service.
"As a disability counselor. he
didn't help me," she said.
Wilkins· said there is no proof
Davis is not doing his job, its the
suit claims.
"I am confident that Matt
Davis knows what he's doing.
that he does a good job - that he
knows better what disabled students need than Mrs. JoplinJohnson docs," Wilkins said.
Reach l o.1£'ph uml at
news@.ll'kuherald.com.

Saturday with driving under the
influence under 21, disregarding
a traffic control device, possession of alcohol by a minor and
open alcoholic beverage in a
motor vehicle. He was released
the same day from Warren
County Regional Jail on a
$1,000 surety bond.
♦ Martin Cody Wilson, Bemis Lawrence Hall, was charged
Saturday with alcbhol intoxication. He was released the same
day from Warren County Regional Jail on time served.
♦John Kenneth Moye, Co-

oO

Davis in
•
question
CONTINUED tROM fROIT

► Clearing
lumbus, Ga., was charged
Sunday with driving under the
influence and disregarding a traffic control device. He was
released the same day from
Warren County Regional Jail on
a $668.85 cash bond.

Reports
♦Nathan L. Brindley, Detour
Road, reported Wednesday a tool
pouch with various tools, worth
$ I65. stolen from his I984 Chevrolet Custom Deluxe parked on
the fourth level of the parking
structure.

WKU Student Discount
Are you tired of hamburgers? Come in and try ...

e.lir

A Taste of Europe

Due to a Herald error,
Jonathan Daniel Bryant's residence was incorrect in a crime
report that ran on Page 2A of the
March 11 issue. It should have
read Jonathan Daniel Bryant,
Crestwood.
The College Heights Herald
corrects all confinned errors that
are brought to reporters· or editors· attention. Plea~e call 7456011 or 745-5044 to report a correction. or e-mail us at herald@wkuherald.com.

Greek and American food
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Grilled Chicken Salad
Authentic Gyros Plate
• Mixed Gyros Plate
• Chicken Gyros Plate
• Chicken Fajita Plate
• Gyros Sandwich
• Chicken Gyros
• Western Gyros
- - • Say Cheese Steak or Chicken

How should I spend
my plasma money?

We only provide the money when you donate.
There are decisions YOU just have to make.
Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd. 793-0425
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a
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Acceptiag
J>• .'f Reef &

····USE YOUR
BIG RED CARD
TO PAY!

"Good Money for a Good Deed"
New/Return Donors - $90 in first 4 donations.
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Your Family's Health:
DOMINO'S PIZZA BUFFALO
CBICREN :KICKERS"'

ii

Brudstlcks smothu•d with
ch•ddar and mozzar•lla ch••...
then bal<td to perr•ctlon. lncludu
Marinara Sauc• for dipping,
8-plece $3.49

T•ndu cuts or all whit• chlclt•n
bn,ast with a klclt or Buffalo flavor
bal<•d rltht In. lnclud•s Hot Sauce
and Ranch for dlpplnf.
10-plece $5.99

Bn,adstlclts sprlnkl•d with
dMamon and •uaar. Includes

BIQ, juicy wtnas In Hot, fin, or

Barbecu• flavor with Ranch ror
dlpplnQ.
10-plece $5,99

DOMINO'S DOTS"'

Private Family Practice
1212 Ashley Circle, Suite 5
Ford Plaza • Bowling Green, Kentucky

270.746.5455

650 US 31W Bypass

Dots of doua& bak•d to perfection
and covu•d with cinnamon.
Includes •w•et vanllla Icing.

South Bowling Green

12-plece $3,99

781-1000

All prices subJ•ct to chanQ• without notlc•. Customer pays appllcabl• salu tu.

One Doctor's Specialty.

Dr. Tim Long

781-6063

8-plece $2.99

Bal<•d to a Qold•n brown. lncludu
Marinara Sauce for dlpplnQ.
8-plece S2.49

• Office hours are Monday - Friday, 9 am - 5 pm
• All ages accepted--infancy to geriatrics

East Bowling Green

sweet vanWa ldnf.

BREADSTICJ:S

• Now taking appointments for new patients

781-9494

2201 Stonehenge Ave.

CINNASTIX•

BUFFALO WINGS

Introducing Dr. Tim Long, your whole family's family doctor,
originally from Scottsville, Kentucky, and a graduate of
Allen County-Scottsville High School. Dr. Long received his
Bachelors degree from Western Kentucky University and
his M.D. from the University of Louisville School of Medicine.
Dr. Long provides hospital care at both The Medical Center and
Greenview Regional Hospital.

West Bowling Green
&WKU Campus

CHEESY BREAD

3901 Scottsville Rd.
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Martin hopes to increase awareness
BY ADRIANE HARDIN

Herald reporter
A desire to serve students is
what prompted Bulan sophomore
Jessica Martin to run for Student
Government Association's vice
president of Administration.
"It's not about ambition, not
about a resume," Martin said.
"It's about serving the students."
Martin, who has been in SGA
four semesters, said the office of
vice president of Administration
is often underrated. The position's
duties include keeping minutes
and taking roll at all SGA meetings.
As a member of the executive
council, Martin hopes to make
students more aware of campus
issues.
"Students are the least
informed group on campus,"
Maitin said. "SGA needs to
inform them."
Martin also wants to encourage student involvement and concern in student government

through SGA's ambassador program, a recruitment tool to
encourage others to join SGA and
to get input from students.
The ambassador program has
received little attention from
SGA, and Martin hopes to work
closely with Abbey Lovan, a
Jeffersonville, Ind., sophomore
who is vying for the office of vice
president of Public Relations, to
help nurture the program.
Martin serves as chair of the
academic affairs committee and is
an active member of the student
affairs committee. Her past SGA
committee involvements include
public relations committee and
legislative research committee.
She also served as vice chair of
the constitutional review committee.
She has served as SGA's representative on the NCAA steering
committee, university complaints
committee, Downing University
Center leadership development
committee and student publications committee.

Martin
also authored several
pieces of
legislation
and worked
for the dismissal of
the seven
digit phone Jessica Martin
codes that
were assigned to residence hall
phones last year.
She is a member of Residence
Staff Association, Hill Raisers
and Residence Hall Association
and serves as a resident assistant
in Northeast Hall.
Her opponent in the race is
Shawn Peavie, a Monticello
sophomore.
Online polling for SGA elections will begin April 2 and polls
will remain open until 11:59 p.m.
on April 3. Students may vote by
logging onto topnet.wku.edu.
Reach Adriane Hardin at
news@wkuherald.com.

Peavie to connect students and SGA
BY CLARE. LOWTHER

Herald reporter
Shawn Peavie said he thinks it
is important for the Student Government Association to have records which are easily accessible
for everyone.
Peavie, a Monticello sophomore, is currently running for
SGA vice president of Administration. He said that, if elected, he
would work hard to ensure the
accessibility of SGA records.
"It's important to have a good
background of meetings," he
said. "I would like to keep everything straight and easily available
for anyone to view."
As vice president of Administration, it would be Peavie's job
to keep the minutes of meetings
and records of legislation and
bills. He would also be required
to keep regulai· office hours.
Peavie said that, if elected, he
would try to improve attendance
at SGA forums, though he has no
specific plan at this time.

SPRING BREAK SPECIALS
ask about our volume discounts
Miller Lite

Budweiser.
'~() (ti

tJJ '

$9.99

R''t•

$12.99

18 pack
12 oz cans

20 pack
12 oz NR bottles

Busch &
Bush Light

$8.99

Milwaukee'
Best, Light,
& Ice

$6.99

$6.99

12 pack
12 pack
12 pack
2 oz NR bottles 12 oz NR bottles 12 oz NR bottles

Jim Beam

10.99
750 ml

/;,va/4l i0nlAll'~ )

$4.99
12 pack
12 oz Cans

ptTlllq

Seagram's
Gin

Bacardi
Rum

$7.49

$7.99

$9.99

750 ml

750 ml

750 ml

E & J Brandy

$15.99

$14.99

$12.99

$7.99

"Students complain, and we
hold these forums but have low
attendance, " he said. "I would
like to find a bridge and connect
students to the SGA and these
forums."
Peavie also hopes to get more
people involved in SGA. He said
it is important to show students
that the SGA is there for them.
Peavie said that, although he
has no specific long-term goals,
he supports several pieces of proposed legislation, including a
plan under which students could
pay all their bills in one lump
sum on Topnet.
This is Peavie's fourth semester as a member of SGA. He currently serves as Sergeant at Arms,
where he makes sure meetings
run smoothly. He has also served
on the public relations committee
and campus improvements committee.
Peavie is a pre-pharmacy
major and member of the Phi Eta
Sigma Honor Society. He currently serves as the philanthropy

chair for
Kappa
Sigma
fraternity,
of which
he . has
been
a
member
for four
semes Shawn Peavie
ters. He is
also a member of the university
complaints committee in Ogden
College.
Peavie said he has always
been interested in politics and
that this interest inspired him to
run for the SGA office this
semester.
"We have a lot of good people
in there right now," he said. "I
would like to continue that and
help improve SGA."
SGA elections will be April 2
and 3. Students can vote at topnet. wku.edu.
Reach Clare Lowther at
news@wkuherald. com.

Unwrap
A Great Deal
For Spring Break.
Great Cars,
Low Rates,
Free Pick-up.

10% Discount with WKU ID
Valid only at 553 31W By-Pass
Can for reservations

270-782-5600
Pick Enterprise. We'll Pick you up.
1 800 rent-a-car
www.pickenterprise.com

ed

OPINION

"Congress shall make no law ...
abridging the freedorn of speech,
or of the press ... "
- First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University • Tuesday,

,,,

L~ditor Erica Wa/.\h:
edi10r(il!wk11herald.co,n
News editor Brn11dy Warren:
11 ews@wkuherald.com
Opinion editor Daniel Pike:
herald@wkuherald.com
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Editorial

Sun Belt
tourney rules
weren't clear
fter Sunday's announcement of the
NCAA Tournament
brackets, Western 's
basketball players have slipped
off their dancing shoes and hope
to try on some glass slippers.
But before Westem's teams
find out if they've been given a
pair of lucky 13 seeds, there's a
bit of unfinished business from
last week's Sun Belt Conference
tournament.
Nearly 4,000 loud and spirited students squeezed into
Diddle Arena for the men's
final. After the Hilltoppers
claimed a third straight Sun Belt
tournament title, the throng
squeezed toward the court, but
they were pushed back by security personnel.
Rushing the floor is not, as
some believe, an inalienable
right of fans intoxicated by victory. But those fans could fairly
expect such a freedom when
there had been no prior
announcement that the behavior
would be prohibited.
As many in attendance last
week learned - most notably
Big Red himself - the SBC
tournaments were held under
the SBC's rules, not Western's.
But instead of making regular announcements through
Diddle's new public address
system and ubiquitous Pepsi
Vision screens, tournament officials told fans Diddley-squat
about the crowd restrictions.
We'll give the students the
benefit of the doubt and assume
that had such announcements

.........
.........

Rules for fan behavior at
Diddle were different at
last week's SBC
toum~
Westem and the SBC
should have done more
to make the rules

known.
been made, the crowds would
have adhered to the regulations.
Instead, the students innocently advanced to the court.
It was a difficult situation for
arena security, who somehow
managed to keep the crush of
humanity at bay. Two police
officers were hurt, but luckily,
no students, tournament workers
or bystanders were injured.
Now that Westem's supporters know the SBC's rules, the
circumstance is unlikely to
repeat itself when the tournament returns next year.
StilJ, sports fans have short
memories, particularly during
the frenzy of a big victory.
Elated fans must be constantly
reminded of the rules.
When the tournaments return
to the Hill, we hope Western and
the SBC put the renovated
Diddle's bells and whistles to
better use.
This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald's
10-member board of student
editors.

Diddle should be
alive all the time
This was my third basketball season at Western.
For me, the atmosphere at Diddle Arena has clearly never been better than it was this past week at
the Sun Belt Conference tournament.
There were around 4,000 students at the men's
championship on Tuesday night, and it was a spectacular crowd. I doubt there was a man, woman,
child or student who did not enjoy the game.
Sure, we were not playing a Top 25 team, but
the atmosphere created by our fans on this occasion made the pure entertainment value just as
great.
So, if we all had so much fun, it just doesn't
make any sense why Diddle doesn't come alive
like that for every game. Who cares who our opponent is or if Chris Marcus is playing or what the
stakes are?
We create the atmosphere in which our teams
play. I applaud the crowd at Diddle this past week,
and I challenge each and every one who was there
to replicate that same magical atmosphere next
season.
Congratulations to the men's and women's basketball teams. The Western faithful are proud of
you and the competitiveness and intensity with
which you lit up Diddle.
Jason Neide/1
Head coach,
Womens soccer

Student admission
at Sun Belt unfair
For the Sun Belt Conference tournament
championship games on Tuesday, my friends and
I arrived at Diddle for the women's game
at 2 p.m.

After watching our women's team win the
game, we immediately left and began standing
outside for the men's game.
We were the first ones in front of the door. We
waited outside for two hours until the doors
opened. When we finally were let in, we ran up
the stairs to get front-row seats. To our surprise,
there were three girls already sitting on the front
row where we wanted to sit.
Were they standing in line outside for two
hours? No! They claimed they were in the hospitality room before the game.
This is ridiculous! Everyone should get a fair
and equal chance of getting front row seats. The
line was wrapped around Diddle Arena. Every
other student had to wait in line for their seats, so
why didn't these girls have to? These girls didn't
even stay for the awards ceremony and probably
haven't been to a game all season. I doubt they
were even at the women's game.
If Western wanted to be unbiased about the
tournament, they should have been unbiased
about whom they let into the game first.
Jacqulyn Lyles
Calvert City sophomore

Students spurred
Toppers to victories
As a 1984 alumnus of Western living here in
Bowling Green with my wife (also a 1984 grad)
and three kids, we love supporting Western
sports.
I wish to take this opportunity to thank the
thousands of students who came out during the
Sun Belt Conference tournament and helped
cheer our teams on to victories.
Your loud, relentless and unwavering support
of the Toppers made a huge difference in more
than one way. The "old people" like myself actu-

ally were standing up, screaming, hollering and
getting into the game. This is nothing new for me
personally, but I have always been frustrated at
how many of our regular-season fans spend most
of their time sitting silently in their chairs.
When you students started yelling, everybody
got up with you. Same way with the Wave, the
now infamous (and I hope a tradition) "Sit
Down" for the opponent's fifth foul, the "Start the
Bus" key chain rattle, etc.
I even noticed that when non-students didn't
get up, the crowd around them started chastising
them for not getting involved.
Thanks, Western students, for your great support. I only have one thing to ask of you. Please
support these guys at every game like you did at
the tournament.
Your fellow students, who also happen to play
ball, need your support!
Rod Hutcheson
Bowling Green alumnus

without worrying about someone driving through
it, and drivers don't have to wait for someone to
walk in the grass or to notice the car behind them.
I've been walking that sidewalk at midnight ~r
later and there are still cars coming through from
behind the fine arts center or wherever the driveway leads. It's obviously a common route for
vehicles, as well as students, and often at night
it's hard to see if someone is walking there, so a
driver might eventually hit someone on that sidewalk.
Instead of making it off-limits to cars or to stude~ts, a sidewalk adjoining the driveway for that
s~1p would s~lve the problem quite easily. And
with the seeming raises in tuition, there's got to
be money for it somewhere.
Joshua Woleben
Paducah sophomore

Forensics team
deserved more coverage

New sidewalk needed
at Wetherby
Every day when I walk from my dorm over to
the academic side of campus, I use the sidewalk
that goes between Wetherby and Florence
Schneider Hall.
Every time I use that sidewalk, a car or service
vehicle comes racing down through it or hovers
behind me until I jump in the grass. This is probably annoying for both me and the driver, and it
seems to occur at all times during the day.
With all of the sidewalk repair that Western
did last semester, I wonder if it would be too
much to ask for an extra sidewalk for pedestrians
that runs next to the Wetherby driveway. This
way, students and faculty on foot can navigate
between Big Red Way and the top of the Hill

I_ do not want to take anything away from the
achievements of Western's athletic teams.
J:Iowever, it seems a shame that the impressive
ach1ev_em~nts of Western's forensics team should
be buned m a short two-paragraph mention on the
fifth page of the March 13 issue of the Herald.
I kno"'.' that 1:1te forensic program has won so
many national tttles that it may not seem newsworthy anymo_r~, but the individual students
deserve recognition for their hard w k d
cess.
or an sue
It would have tak
.
• 1
en very 1tttle space to have
me uded the names 0 f th
"
e seven Western students
who were also nam d
·
·md.1v1'dua I events." e national champions in

Dr. Patricia M. Taylor
Professor of English
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WiR the men's
or women's

baskelball
team go
further in the
NCAA

toumanaat?

ilinois Is pretty toe.vi,
but I think the men

have a shot.·

King Simpson
Russellville fr&shman

"The women. I think the
men wll get beat by
Illinois pretty badly."
Daniel Ligon
Nashvflle sophomore

"It doesn't matter, as
long as they try their

"The women. Illinois is

too good (for the men)."

hardest.·
Lori Beth Wall
Owensboro sophomore
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SGA candidates

Todd running for SGA finance office
BY ADRIANE HARDIN

Herald reporter

Congratulati · ( ' to our

rs
and

Nick Todd's face won't be
plastered on posters across
campus.
Todd, a Henderson sophomore, is running
unopposed for Student Government Association vice president of Finance.
"I just work well
with money, and I've
· al ways been a part of
SGA," Todd said.
"I've always wanted Todd
to be an officer with
SGA."
He is the chair of SGA's
campus improvements committee and served as chair of
the financial review committee
that headed the investigation
of the missing gazebo funds
last semester. As a freshman,
Todd was the chair of the dis-

aster relief fund committee
created to raise money for students displaced afer the fire at
the Gables apartment complex.
Todd said his goals are to
make the financial matters of
SGA easier for the student to
understand. He said
he wants to organize
SGA's financial records in such a way
that any student or
member of Western's
community
could
walk into the SGA
office and have a
clear understanding
of what SGA spends
money on.
The way Todd sees it, SGA
tries to do what every other
organization does: work together to accomplish goals
each year.
"I can help make sure the
money gets spent in the right
way," Todd said.

Todd said he does not plan
to do a lot of campaigni ng for
his office. He wants to to be a
visible member of the executive committee and help students in any way he can.
Todd is also the current
treasurer of Kappa Sigma fraternity and a member of the
American Marketing Association.
The office of vice president
of Finance is currently held by
Ross Pruitt. Pruitt won the
office in an uncontested race
last year.
Internet polling for SGA
elections begins April 2 and
continues until 11 :59 p.m. on
April 3. Students can vote by
logging on to www.topnet.wku.edu.
Reach Adriane Hardin
at news@wkuherald.com.

Lovan seeking public relations office
BY CLARE LOWTHER

Herald reporter

You made it all
the way to the
NCAA.
JB DISTRIBUTORS

Abby Lovan, a junior from
Jeffersonville, Ind., said she
became active in the Student
Government Association as a
way to help stuJ ents and to
become more involved in the
university.
· "(SGA has) a voice, and we
are able to help students," she
said. "We are an important
organization on campus, and I
want to be able to help students through that organization."
Lovan is running unopposed for SGA vice president
of Public Relations. She said
she decided to run as a way to
become more involved in the
organization.
This is Lovan's fourth
semester as an SGA member.
"I decided to join my first

semester here," she said.
Since joining, she has been
a member of Congress, the
public relations committee
and an internal re-view committee. She was also vice
chair of the public
relations committee,
chair of the ad hoc
committee and special programs coordinator.
As a member of
the public relations
committee, Lovan
said she has helped Lovan
develop promotional
items for SGA and
put SGA suggestion boxes in
every residence hall.
She is working on several
other pieces of legislation
through the public relations
committee.
She said she is interested in
increasing awareness of the
SGA and continuing to keep
in contact with other universi-

ties. She also hopes to attract
more students to SGA.
"I think we need to work
on keeping the numbers in
student government up," she
said.
Lovan is also a
member of both the
Phi Eta Sigma Honor
Society and Alpha
Omicron Pi sorority. She serves as ~nvironmental awareness chair for AOPi.
Lovan is a corporate and organizational communications major and dance minor.
Last year she was a member
of the forensics team.
"I feel I' am able to do any
kind of correspondence work
that SGA needs done," she
said.
Reach Clare Lowther
news@wkuhe raid. com.

Looking to get to the Internet? Fast?
~

-

1

...

Then say hello to lnsightbb.co
broadband Internet service from Insight.
•
•
•
•

Up to 100 times faster than dial-up service.
Always on. Always connected.
No tying up your phone lines.
Download files in seconds.

Fast. Direct. Uncomplicated.
lnsightbb.com is Instant Internet.
Get connected now.

Call

782-0903

INSIGHTbt : : ,
high speed broadband internet
lnslghtbb.com Is available In all areas of Warren County
currently served by Insight Communications. .
Credit and other restrictions may apply.

at
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Maxey's story: Self therapy through writing
BY ZACH MILLS

Herald reporter
For the majority of Dashawna
Maxey's life, she has been trying
to get through what she
described as her storm - a storm
of trials, temptations, addictions
and painful memories.
But despite her moments of
darkness, she's fou nd her way
through the harsh winds of her
once frequently bitter reality.
And now she's ready to tell the
world how she endured her quest
for the safe haven of dry land
and shining sunlight.
The 23-year-old Horse Cave
junior is currently working on
her first book, an autobiography
entitled , "I Told the Storm."
"Everyone comes to college
with some baggage," Maxey

WHAT'S YOUR STORY
Dashawna Maxey
said. "Basically, the book is
about releasing the baggage."
In her book, Maxey tells of
her premature birth, which
resulted from her mother's alcoholism; the story about her
mother dumping her in a trash
can two weeks after she was
born; her adoption at eight
months; her alcohol, cocaine and

hero in add ictions here at
Western; her suicide attempts
and her battle with learning how
to love herself.
Maxcy was torme nted for
most of her life while she was
teased and bullied by her peers.
" I' ve been locked in lockers,
shoved in garbage cans, beat up
and spit on," she said .
And it was because o f
Maxey's storm that she had low
self-esteem.
" I thin k that's why I got
involved with the drug culture,"
she said.
But Maxey isn't asking for
any sympathy. She needs none
because she's already come out
of that storm.
"If I had the chance to do it
all over again, l wouldn't change
a thing," she said. "I wouldn't be

the person I am now."
Maxey
has
been
in
Alcoholics Anonymous for a littie over two months now. It was
there that she began writing her
autobiography.
"Sobriety and being clean
has been a blessing because I
see things more clearly," she

said.
Maxey said her book has a
message she wants Western -students , especially, to hear.
"Wake up, and take time to
slow down and smell the roses,"
she said. "And don't let your
friends talk you into doing
things that you don't want to do

... For the freshmen,_don't ge~
caught up in the .~Itches an
glamour of college. .
Each week, 7.ach picks a random person from the student
directory and calls ;?.em_to a~k,
" What's Your Story. His series
runs every Tuesday. Reach 7.ach
atfeatures@ wkuherald .com.
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GOODBYE: Sweethearts separated
Corm'i lED F1rn

i:110

one. Video cameras were rolling
and cameras were Oashing as
family and friends were trying to
get a lasting image of the soldiers.
Each of the soldiers· names
were read aloud. Throughout the
crowd, tissues could be spotted
dotting eyes and noses.
A soldier holding a machine
gun lead those carrying the flags.
He kissed his wedding ring while
the names were being called.
Later during the service he put
his arm around her - almost like
he didn't want to let her go.
Glasgow sophomore Larry

Martin had a number of family
members present at the sendoff
ceremony, some in the audience
and some standing with h im
among the soldiers being
deployed.
"I am concerned all the male
figures are going to be gone in
case they need anything," he said.
Glasgow sophomore Alex
Sewell said he is looking forward
to the honor associated with serving his country.
"It is well worth leaving my
life behind to protect the lives of
others, myself and the future of
my fami ly and loved ones," he
said.

For Kjelland, the hardest part
about being separated from her
fiance, Martin, will be not getting
the reassurance and strength he
brings to their relationship. And
she would miss the kisses, she
said, pecking him on the check.
The two were high school
sweethearts and have been dating
on and off for the past five years.
"What's gotten me to this
point is talking about the future,
planning for what's to come," she
said, holding Martin's hand and
smiling at him.

Reach Abbey Brown at
news@wkuherald.com.

Every woman is unique. And, every stage of a woman's life is
different.
The physicians and staff of Women's Health Specialists are
dedicated to caring for the unique healthcare needs of women
throughout their lives, including the active and sometimes
challenging college years.
Women's Health Specialists will work with each young woman
individually to provide her with the health services and information
necessary to tackle all the new experiences associated with college
life. They offer a full spectrum of care from routine exams, such as
annual pap smears and prevention screenings, to discussions on
various birth control options. Obstetrical care for expectant mothers
and surgical procedures for gynecological problems are also
provided if needed.
Women's Health Specialists participates with most major insurance
companies.

,
f

Jeffery W. Nemec, MD • Philip N. Prie·be, MD
Deborah A. Kasica, MD • Devin G. Trevor, MD

(f(_J(J/}JWU j ~eaM E f P ~
Located next to The Medical Center

Medical Arts Building • 350 Park Street, Suite 103
Bowling Green, KY 41101 • (170) 781-0075

Now that you're graduating,
don't make the same mistakes
your parents made.

Looking for firsthand advice on all the things
your parents never taught you - like how to
land a job you'll actually enjoy, manage your
money, find the best city for grads like you,
and travel the world on the cheap? Visit our
online edition and check out the new and
improved GradZone.

Visit
WWW.WKUHERALD.COM/GRADZONE
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Veldman seeks~ertcan
· honors
Bv Josu Bu
HeraldreporcteI<rMAN
co th
r r e second stra1·
Weste rn senior b· ght year,
Gord "veldman quatifi,\ckstroke
d
r
I 00 yard backstr·ok e for the
NCAA C
e at the
hampionships.
H"l~eldman became the lone
1 topper to qualify th·
after setting ,
1s season
a career best 47 96
oUn . Mar_ch 8 at the lndi~na
. nivcrsrty Invitational Th
ume ranks him 20th in th. fi e
of 51.
e ie Id
Last season Veldman f
ished 18th. This year he' ·11 into earn a spot 1·n th
wi try
e top eight in
order to receive All A
.
honors.
- mencan
''I'~ hoping he can get AllAmerican honors " head .
.
,
swimmmg coach Bill Powell said.

"I'm a Iso hoping
.
he swims
faster than his current best."
M
any of the swimmers who
compe_ted last year will be
r t
e urning making things difficult for Yeldman. However he
feels that he will be trained both
me.~tally and physically.
I don't th' k r
m
was ready
las~ year. I'm not a morning
swimmer," Veldman said. "This
year ~•ve been training in the
mornings."
By qualifying for the
NCAA's Veldman will add
another accomplishment to his
already impressive sw1·mm1·ng
resume. Last year he finished
second at Canadian National
Championships in the 50-meter
bac_kstroke and represented his
nat C d
ive ana a at the Commonwealth and Pan-Pacific Games.

He is currently ranked 24th
in the world in the SO-meter
backstroke
according
to
Swimming World Magazine.
The NCAA Championships
will be held al the University of
Texas in Austin on March 2729.
On the women's side, junior
diver Marci Kacsir concluded
her season after failing to qualify for the NCAA's at Zone B at
Auburn University.
On Friday Kacsir finished
35th in the three meter event
with a score of 219.05. The next
day she scored 207.90 in the
one meter event and also finished 35th.
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Carry Out Special
14" 1 topping &
•
•
c1nnap1e

Reach Josh Buckman
at sports@wkuherald.com.

16" 1 topping
•
pizza
~

$7.99

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF OUR

FIRST ANNUAL TALENT SHOW:
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Offer expires 3-20-2003
Valid only at Russellvllle Road location
Corry Out Only
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Minimum delivery order of $5 or more.
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$9.99
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Offer expires 3-28-2003
Valid only at Russellvllle Road location
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Coupon Required.
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pays all applicable sales tax Not vabd w11h any
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1ST PHI DELTA THETA
2ND KAPPA DELTA

Delivery Special

Late Night Special III

3RD FARM HOUSE

14'' 1 Topping
& Chicken Strips

10'' 1 Topping

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THOSE WHO PARTICIPATED!

$12.99

$3.99

Offer expires 3-28-2003
Valid only at Russellvllle Road location

Offer expires 3-28-2003
Valid only at Russcllvllle Rood location
Carry Out Only

CONGRATULATIONS JILL PATTERSON ON HER DELTA TAU DELTA
LITTLE SISTER BID!
CONGRATULATIONS TO BRIITNEY MARTEL ON WINNING
SIGMA KAPPA/KAPPA DELTA SINGLED OUT!
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Valid only at participating loca1iom;._ Customer ~
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Minimum delivery order of $5 or more.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DANIELLE SCOTT, PHI Mu OF THE MONTH

Minimum delivery order of $5 or more.

1.0. is required for all check, debit card, and credit card transactions. We reserve the right to
refuse any out-of-state checks or temporary checks. Please have your 1.0. ready at the time

AND JENNIFER BURCHELL, ALUMNI OF THE MONTH!

of payment. Drivers do not carry more than $20. All account orders are subject to approval.
0

FOR RENT
•••••••••••••••
ONE CHECK PAYS IT
ALL!! All utilities included &

only minutes to campus. New
carpet, on-site laundry, lot of
space & big rooms.
Pre-lease today. I BDRM
$479; 2 BDRM $569.
Call now 781-5471.

,

FOR SALE

...............

B-ball tickets: 2 tickets to
Indianapolis NCAA March 2022. $200 each. Tower level,
row 19. (800)259-6954

•••··••······•·•
SPRING BREAK

···············

1 bdrm apt. $300 + deposit
& some utilities

···············

782-1340

Move In Special: Carriage

Hill Apartments 1225 College
St. 2 blocks from campus off
. street parking 846-7999.

•••••••••••••••
2 side-by-side bedrooms for
rent during summer at Western
Place. Utilities included. (270)
566-1136

•••••••••••••••

···············

HELP WANTED

···············
FOOD CRITIC! No experience needed. Up to $20/hr,
open schedule. Call toll free

...............

1-866-800-5604 ext 602.

Bartender trainees needed.
$250/day potential.
Local positions.
1-800-293-3985 ext. 214

······•········

www.

wkuherald
.com

Up to $500/wk preparing
mailings, part-time. Not sales.
Can fit your schedule.
Call (626)294-3215 .

••••••••••••••

Wanted:

2-5 artistic students to help
redecorate 76 Model house.
Call (270) 781-4828.

...............

...............

www.wkuherald.com

now hiring servers. Must have
summer-time availability.
Apply in person.
1780 Scottsville Rd.

...............

HELP WANTED

Fraternities• Sororities
Clubs • Student Groups

Earn $1000-$2000 this semester with a 8roven
Campus Fundraiser 3 hour fundraising event. ur programs
make fundraising easy with no risks. Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the program! It works. Contact
Campus Fundraiser at (888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com
.....................................................................................................................................
.:
:

I
:

i

l

Mancino's Grinders & Pizza
in Bowling Green is growing & has openings for the fo11owing positions:
General Manager (f11/l-1ime) • Night Manager (f11/l-1ime)

Part-time Manager

I
:

i

!

j Previous experience in restaurant management is necessary. These positions \

j may include but are nol limited to: day-to-day operations, employee/ customer

!

- - - - - - - - - - - - l relations, scheduling, inventory management, pay roll & banking functions. ·
Full-t:ime

college.

beautifully wooded surrounding with a pool. Get in on
pre-renovation rent. 2 bdrm
suite $460-$499; 3 bdrm
suites $565- $599; $250 security deposit only 5 minutes
from campus & close to shutROOMMATE NEEDED
tle pick-up. Call 842-4063
today. Don't forget to ask
about current specials.
Roomate wanted for sublease
at Western Place. First month
3 bdrm, I bath. Dishwasher,
free. No pets. Call Renee
ample parking, gas heat, cen792-2770.
tral air, near WKU, deposit
•••••••••••••••
required $495/mo. + utilities.

HELP WANTED

...............

Tumbleweed
Southwest Grill

job.

WKU Students live in

...............

$800 weekly guaranteed stuffing envelopes. Send a selfaddressed stamped envelope
to: Oakdale Enteq>rises 1151
North State St. Suite 231
Chicago 60610.

Part-time

796-7949

HELP WANTED

•••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••

Close to WKU~

...............

HELP WANTED

We'll help you get your
college degree. The
Kentucky A,·my Natlonal
Guard offers you the
Montgomery GI BIii. Tuition

Assls"t.ancc as well as extra

nate benefits. Most Guard
members serve one
weekend a mont:h and tvvo

weeks a year.. Go t:o college

\

@
Hea"il west

Longhorn
steakhouse

KENTUCKY
I
1-800-GO-GUAR.D
www_ t -800-GO-GUARD-co,n

YMCA
Bowling Green/
Warren County
Position Opening:
The Bowling Green/ Warren
County YMCA is advertising to
fill the seasonal position of
Lifeguard. Applicants must be
YMCA or Red Cross Lifeguard
Certified and must have
certification in CPR for the
professional rescuer as well as
first aid certification.
To obtai11 an application or for further information, please contact the
YMCA Administrative Offices at
411 Park Row, Bowling Green KY
42101. Or call (270) 782-2810.

i

I

Mancino's offers competitive salary & future benefits may include:
free meals, health insurance, paid vacation, quarterly bonus program
& opportunities for advancement. Please send resumes to:

-

:~'.2{~¥,~:'.£?'.'.l'o?.:

to

and scill have time for a llfo.

In the Kentucky Army
National Guard. YOU CAN!

!

If your destination is job satisfaction, all
lhe signs point to us. Take the Longhorn
route to good times and great living.
We offer:
• Easy, Oexible schedules (Mon.-Fri.
daytime, nights & weekends available)
• Big check averages = bigger tips
• Casual, fun workplace
• Best In benefits
• No late nights (Close 10 pm Sun.-ThursJ
Close II pm Fri. & Sat)

SCOOT ON OVER.
TO THE GABLES
RESERVE YOUR SPOT AT THE GABLES
AND ENTER TO WIN A 2002 SUNDIRO
HOLIDAY GAS POWERED

SCOOTER

Please apply in person at our Bowling Green
location. 2653 Scottsville Rd or call
(270) 746-0055 for more information.
EOE

ITl!AKHOV81

THE GABLES APARTMENTS
1909 CREASON ST.
(OFF UNIVERSITY BLVD.)

Part of Rare Hospitality inlernational

846-1000

Check out 1he scenery at :

www.longhomsteakhouse.com

OFFER ENDS SOON. SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY

,'

.

Contact:

Not.able
• The Western men '.s basketball
team is headed to the West Region
of the NCAA tournament, which
features seven current Top 25
teams.

Sports editor Kyle Hightower:
sports@wkuherald.com
Photo editor Price Chambers:
photo@wkuherald.com
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Seed doesn't
bother Cowles

Toppers
sweep
Spartans

BY J. MICHAEL MOORE

Herald reporter

BY MICHAEL
CASAGRANDE

Herald reporter
On a weekend when Western
and Michigan State were busy
breaking down basketball brackets, the baseball Toppers were
making some noise with a threegame sweep of the Spartans.
The Toppers (10-6) limped
into the weekend series with the
Spartans (3-10) of the Big Ten
after an 18-1 pouncing by
Louisville last Tuesday and a
frustrating home loss to Belmont
Wednesday.
But coach Joel Murrie's group
ran the big name school out of
town following three dominating
performances.
"It shows we can bounce back
after playing a poor game and put
together three good ones," Murrie
said.
The action began with a double-header Saturday, followed by
· a single game Sunday afternoon.
After downing the Spartans 3-2 in
the first game, the Toppers left little to chance by embarrassing
Michigan State 13-3 in the second.
The Toppers finally got to
bring out the brooms as they shut
out the Spartans 5-0 in the series
finale.
Western
outscored
Michigan State 21-6 in the threegame set.
Three Toppers had impressive
streaks coming into the weekend,
but only one survived.
Junior second baseman Matt
Johnston's hit streak is alive and
thriving after another solid weekend. Johnston went a combined 4
for 10 against the Spartans and
has the team's second-highest
batting average at .344.
Despite having a hit in every
game since the season opener at
Central Florida, Johnston insists
he doesn't think about the streak
when he comes to the plate. But
his teammates have taken notice.
"People are starting to tease
me a little bit," Johnston said.
While one offensive streak
will live to see another day, Travis
Brown's string of consecutive
games reaching base safely came
to an end in the first game
Saturday. Brown's last at-bat of
the game resulted in a sacrifice
bunt, and he was thrown out at
first.
Sophomore pitcher J.C.
Faircloth 's streak of 18 1/3 scoreless innings came to a halt in the
first game Saturday.
He leads the team in ERA
(1.95) and innings pitched (32.1)
and is tied for the most strikeouts.
Faircloth is pleased with the
team's performance thus far, but
he knows the real season begins
when the Ragin' Cajuns come to
Denes Field.
"It's a whole new world when
you step into conference," he
said.
The series with LouisianaLafayette will begin Friday at 6
p.m. and conclude with a pair of
afternoon games on Saturday and
Sunday.

Reach Michael Casagrande at
sports@wkuherald.com.

Sang-I/yuck Park/Herald
The Lady Toppers celebrate Sunday afternoon at Diddle Arena as they find out their seed for the 2003
NCAA Women's basketball championship tournament. The Lady Toppers are scheduled to have their
first-round match up with Rutgers on Saturday in Athens, Ga.

For over four months, the Lady Toppers had
worked against stress.
.
.
With 14 straight v1ctones and Sun Belt
Conference regular season and tournament crowns,
Western had done its part.
There was nothing to worry about - the Lady
Toppers had a spot in the NCAA Tournament.
But Westem's palms were sweaty.
Their knees were weak.
And their arms were heavy.
Luckily, less than five minutes into the I:JCAA
selection show Sunday, they breathed a sigh of
relief.
Western will be a 13-seed in the field of 64, playing Rutgers in the Midwest Region on Saturday in
Athens,Ga.
The game will tip off at 10: 18 a.m. on ESPN2.
The seed and first round venue don't matter to
the Lady Toppers.
"I don't know what kind of draw you could get
that wouldn't give you a great team to play," Cowles
said. "We're in the Big Dance. If you want to
advance, you have to beat some great opponents."
Cowles said she thinks her team is better than a
13-seed. But she isn't picky.
And she isn't putting so much emphasis on the
game that it ruins the excitement.
"I don't know how to describe the feeling," senior forward Shala Reese said. "When they finally
unveiled us ... we were just glad we were in the first
half of the show."
The No. 23 Scarlet Knights (20-7, 13-3) were
second only to UConn in the Big East Conference
this season. They lost 77-74 to Miami in the Big
East Tournament last week.
But Rutgers' three conference losses came by a
total of only 11 points.
It will be a welcome return to the postseason for
the Scarlet Knights, who went 10-20 last season.
According to coach C. Vivian Stringer, the team
built off the failure.
"It forced this team to focus through the summer
and commit themselves to not having the year that
they had last year," she said.
Stringer is mulling over Western's scoring
threats and the possible defensive match-up
between Rutgers sophomore point guard Cappie
Pondexter and Sun Belt Freshman of the Year
Tiffany Porter-Talbert.
Western has had light workouts over the last
week while waiting on an opponent.
"Nobody seemed to have confidence in our team
at the beginning of the year," Porter-Talbert said.
"We proved everybody wrong.
"This is not the end," she said. "This is only the
first round ... It's going to be a battle."

Reach J. Michael Moore at
sports@wkuherald.com.

Hilltoppers to head to loaded West region
BY AMBER NORTH

Herald reporter
They waited and waited,
their anticipation growing into
frustration as hundreds of
Western basketball fans glared
at the Diddle Arena Pepsi
Vision screen Sunday afternoon.
They fidgeted in their seats
as they saw the NCAA tournament Midwest, South and East
brackets fill up with teams not
named Western Kentucky
University.
Finally they got what they
wanted when the West region's
No. 4 seed Ulinois ' opponent
was unveiled: No. 13 Western.
Some fans like Louisville
freshman Nicole Gilpin were
disappointed that Western
would not have the chance to
play Louisville, who balked at

the opportunity to play the
Hilltoppers this season.
"I was really looking forward to playing Pitino because
he dido 't want us in the regular
season," said Gilpin.
Some fans thought Western
deserved a higher seed.
"I thought the guys would at
least get a (No.) 12 seed,
maybe an 11 after I started seeing who all were getting the
higher seeds," Bowling Green
senior Matt Foster said. ''The
fact that we're in the West
(with seven top 25 teams in the
region) is pretty bad, too."
But Hilltoppers' head coach
Dennis Felton isn't complaining.
"I'm just happy to know
who we're p laying now and
what our schedule is," he said.
"We know how special it is to

"I knew that, even
without me, they could
make it to the NCAAs."
- Todor Pandov
junior forward

be able to make it back to the
national tournament."
After losing center Chris
Marcus and junior forward
Todor Pandov, Western still
finished
as
Sun
Belt
Conference champions.
Pandov never doubted his
team would earn their third
consecutive NCAA bid.
"I've always had confidence
in my teammates, and I knew
that, even without me, they
could make it to the NCAAs,"
Pandov said. "It was just a matter of readjusting in the line-

up."
After losing their fust two
bids in the first round (to
Florida in 2001 and Stanford
last year), the Hilltoppers want
this year to be the year to
advance to the second round
or higher.
"We have our sights set a
lot higher than that," Felton
said. "We're just like any other
team in the tournament. We
want to make it all the way to
the end."
Seniors David Boyden and
Nate Williams have the same
goal. With this being their final
year, they are coming into the
tournament hungry.
"We're kind of anxious and
well-prepared to play because
the last two years we've lost,
and we want to be the team, of
my senior year, to advance,"

Williams said.
Boyden and Williams,
along with junior forward
Caleb Halcomb, will be tested
by Big Ten Player of the Year
and senior forward Brian
Cook, as sophomore guard
Patrick Sparks goes against
Illinois freshman Dee Brown.
"I think the important thing
is to maintain the discipline
on defensive rebounding that
we had in the stretch of 13
games we ended up winning,"
Boyden said. "Being unselfish
on the offensive end and
everything else will take care
of itself."
Western will face the
Fightin' Illini at 6:10 p.m.
Thursday in Indianapolis, Ind.

Reach Amber North at
sports@wkuherald.com.
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